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President’s Message Spring 2026 

Jeff Payne 

 

There are many exciting things happening at your Somerset County Conservancy since our last 

Newsletter.  We are hosting monthly outings or events many of which you will learn about in this 

edition.  Birds, amphibians, bats, fungi etc. are all upcoming so watch your emails. 

 

We did receive a DCNR matching grant for the Schrock property addition so, with all of your generous 

donations, we have covered the costs of this forest which is contiguous with the Kimberly Run Natural 

Area (KRNA) and connected with the new Fern Trail.  You will read about our effort to control the Fall 
Cankerworm outbreak this year to protect our beautiful forests.  The field management being done 

under the PA Priority Grasslands Project will start to show results this year with new plantings and 

invasive vegetation control.  We just learned that funding for this program has been lost but fortunately 

the majority of the work has been completed and we will do our best to continue to maintain our fields.  

We are applying to NRCS to possibly do some projects in our forests; much of this work is also 

controlling non-native, invasive vegetation. 

 

We are seeing more visitors using the trails, walking their dogs and taking their kids fishing in the 
creek.  The Education Committee led by Pam Diesel will soon be hosting Somerset High classrooms for 

our outdoor education classes.  The KRNA has truly become an asset for our community and allows 

people of all ages to get out and immerse themselves in nature. 

 

This is all possible because of the enthusiasm and generosity of our members and donors.  The 

volunteer Board has a passion to do this service and to “Conserve the Land, Enhance the Habitat and 

Educate the Public”.  But we cannot do this without your memberships and donations. Plus, our 

members can be our best ambassadors by asking others to join to support our ongoing programming.   
We are striving towards our goal of obtaining a facility to be the Environmental/Nature Center and 

having an employed Director to further advance our programs.  As we work towards this, building our 

Endowment to ensure sustainability is vital.  Consider helping us build this with direct donations; tax 

advantaged gifts using required minimum distributions from an IRA or of appreciated stocks; donors 

advised funds or include us in your estate planning. A new tax benefit this year enables us all to deduct 
charitable contributions up to $1000.00 per person above our standard deductions which can help 

stretch your gift.   Together we can both enjoy this beautiful area today and ensure its protection for 

future generations.  



Dealing with Fall Cankerworms 

Jeff Payne 

 

When you read this we should have recently finished having our forested areas of KRNA treated by helicopter to 

help control the episodic, defoliating caterpillars of the cankerworms.  We used a biological, non-chemical, 

relatively short-acting product called Bt which affects only caterpillars.  Our trees had a heavy infestation in 
2025 and an average of 80 adult females were captured in the fall on sticky bands placed on 15 trees throughout 

the preserve.  Above 40-50 is considered high.   With both a significant defoliation and the subsequent drought 

last summer our trees were much stressed.  Other areas in the county that had multiyear infestations had a 

high mortality of large mature trees.  The cankerworm does self-limit at some point (hopefully soon!) but we 

deemed it in the best long term interest of the forest to try to avoid a defoliating event again this year as the high 

number of female moths in the fall seemed to indicate.  The agent lasts about 2 weeks so careful timing will help 

us limit damage to beneficial caterpillars and should result in maintaining a healthy forest for the future. 

 

We would like to recognize the many organizations and individuals who made this possible with only minimal 

use of the very hard to replace Conservancy Emergency Fund.  Our sincere thanks to: 

 

The Community Foundation of the Alleghenies, Fraternal Order of Eagles, Eva Strang, Carole MacMullan, 

Jeff Payne, Sean & Annette Isgan, Henry Cook, Nancy Maurer, Allegheny Plateau Audubon Society, David 

Greene,  Jo Balsley, John Breen, Stokes & Nada Clarke, Bob & Pam Diesel, Elizabeth Good, Joseph Lahm, Jim & 

Meg Moses, James & Peggy Payne, Rebecca Rapaugh, Robert & Deanna Schmidt, Matthew Payne, John & Sue 

Coughenour, Michelle Peel, Laura & Michael Jackson, Christy Lesnevich, Rebecca Minnich, Susan Moon, Dave 

Poder, Ron Trench & Stacy Weaver, Connie Weyant, Rosemary McGlynn, Les & Fran Young, Adam Katrancha, 

Jeff Kimmel, Steve Peck, Elizabeth Mitchell, Sandra Riggio, Darleen Monroe, and Christopher Sides.  

Duck Walk 2026 

Jeff Payne 

 

The SCC sponsored an annual waterfowl 

identification walk at the Somerset Lake 

Nature Park on Saturday March 28.  We 

tried something a little different this year by 

going late March instead of earlier in the 

month.  If you go early and catch the first 

ice-out there is usually a push of waterfowl 

being pushed by their zugunruhe (this is 

German for urge to migrate) to be the first to 

the north to get the best breeding spots.  

Early March, though, is often cold and blus-
tery. Our day in late March was, well, cold 

and blustery with snow squalls.  We had 

two good days of large numbers of waterfowl 

earlier in the week after overnight storms 

(including over 1500 birds of 25 species on 

March 23), but with nice weather on the Friday before our event many birds had moved on.  Nevertheless, the twen-

ty participants got to see 14 waterfowl species and 36 bird species in total.  All learned a little about migration and 

the importance of resting places and good habitat like Somerset Lake. Maybe next year we’ll hit the big day! 

 

Waterfowl seen:  Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Blue-winged Teal, American Wigeon, Mallard, Green-winged Teal, Ring

-necked Duck, Lesser Scaup, Hooded Merganser, Common Merganser, American Coot, Pied-billed Grebe, Horned 

Grebe, Double-crested Cormorant.  Taking flight slightly before participants arrived were a White-winged Scoter and 

a Common Goldeneye.  Always nice were the fly by Bald Eagles-alas, their nest blew down in the morning storm of 

March 23. 



 Creature Feature - White-tailed Deer 

Scott Bastian 

 

"A pine needle fell in the forest: the eagle saw it, the bear smelled it 

and the deer heard it." 

I saw a few deer on Kimberly Run while driving along 219 recently and 

recalled the above American Indian truism. Actually, the White-tailed 

Deer (Odocoileus virginianus) –WTD herein– could function nicely in all 

of those three slots, since their legendary sensory capabilities are 

borderline supernatural.  

 

EVERYONE knows about deer and sees them regularly in Somerset 

County; they're not a scarcity. But sportsmen, scientists and casual 

observers alike are all fascinated by these relative giants of the Class 

Mammalia. And apart from automobile collisions and crop damage, 

WTD are held in high regard: witness the large numbers of books 

dedicated to just WTD including titles on  natural history, hunting 

lore, bowhunting, shed hunting, tracking (+ scrapes, rubs), herd 

management, captive stewardship, reproduction, diseases, biology, 

record book bucks, and cookbooks.   

 

That size of a data base does not lend itself to one page summaries. But a quiz will fit nicely. Test yourself on 

the following dozen statements to see how well you know White-tails:  

 

TRUE or FALSE? 

1) The oldest wild WTD recorded is over 20 years of age. Most bucks average only 2–3 years; does 3-6. 

2) The heaviest WTD buck ever recorded dressed out at a staggering 431 pounds; probably 540 pounds 

before field dressing. Male white-tails usually weigh 150 to 300 lb and females 90 to 190 lb. 

3) The widest record-book rack is known as "Big Red" with a huge 37.5 inch outside spread. 

4) The fastest field dressing time recorded by hunters is about 18 seconds. 

5) There are 30 subspecies of WTD in North America (and another 8-10 in South America). 

6) In 1900 the population of WTD in North America was estimated at 500,000. Today, they number more 

than 20 million. 

7) About one in 10,000 WTD have vestigial canine teeth ("fangs") in their upper jaw. 

8) Also, one in 10,000 WTD females, or does, can have antlers. Nearly always when a female fawn is born 

twin to a male and a rare exchange of genetic material occurs in the womb. 

9)   WTD do not get Lyme disease in spite of being the primary host for the Black-legged Tick, AKA, the “deer 

tick” which transmits the disease. A WTD blood component destroys the bacterial agent.  

10) Does are more likely than bucks to "flag" with their tails. This behavior allows fawns to follow their 

mothers in low light or when fleeing through cover as well as signaling danger to other deer. 

11) WTD can run at speeds over 35 mph, leap 30 feet horizontally, and jump 8-9 feet vertically. 

12) Many Somerset Countians have seen the occasional rare color mutant albino or piebald (partially white) 

deer. But there is a much rarer black mutation (melanistic) that few have seen anywhere. 

 

All of the above are true. How did you do? If you'd like to learn more, simply get online and start reading. 

You might also consider joining the ranks of deer hunters: the very best hunters are those who have become 

ardent students of White-tailed Deer natural history and of the environment in which they live. (Plus, deer 

bologna tastes best when you remember the hunt that produced it.) "Get out there" and spot some deer! 



Summer Interns 

Steve Peck 

 

The SCC would like to introduce our interns, Craig McKight and Caden Stephens, who will be helping 

with trail maintenance and other jobs at KRNA this summer.  If you see these young men while out on 

the trails, be sure to thank them for their hard work! 

 

Somerset County Conservancy 
Members only Photography Contest 2026 

 
Help capture and archive the essence of the Kimberly Run Natural Area. 

Somerset County Conservancy (SCC) members are invited to submit photos 

beginning January 1, 2026, until June 30, 2026. 

Photographs may have been taken prior to 2026, must be taken at the 

Kimberly Run Natural Area, and will be judged in four categories. 

 

Conserve the Land 

Preserve Habitat 

Educate the Community 

What the SCC means to Me 

 

A family membership will be awarded to the best photograph in each category.  

To enter, send 8" x 10" prints with the following information clearly printed on the reverse: 

 

     Caption for the photograph 

     Category 

     Your name, address, and email 

 

Submit to:  Somerset County Conservancy, PO Box 241, Somerset, PA 15501 

 

Please limit two photographs per category.  SCC Board members and staff are invited  

to submit photos but are not eligible for awards. 

 

Preview of Coming Attraction 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday evening August 1st to come and see Pennsylvania Game Commission 

biologists conduct a BAT SURVEY for Kimberly Run using their mist-nets to capture and band bats for 

scientific study purposes. It will be an educational as well as enjoyable evening. Stay tuned for details! 



Botany Walk 

Scott Bastian 

 

It was a good day for a botany walk. [In truth, all days are 

good for botany walks!] The SCC hosted a winter botany 

walk at Kimberly Run on January 18, 2025. The snow was 

deep enough that no evergreen ferns or wildflower skeletons 

were readily found, but there were plenty of trees and shrubs 

to study. Our crew of 12 attendees meandered around 

through the woodlands and just enjoyed a scenic winter day 

that ended up at the cabin where we had a roaring fire and 

plenty of marshmallows for toasting. One of the highlights of 

the walk was actually a hexapod: we found Snow Fleas. If 

you've not had the pleasure of their acquaintance, please 

read the Creature Feature elsewhere in this newsletter. 

 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, April 26th when the Conservancy will host a get-together where YOU can 

actually be part of the show. Bring your nature-related collection (a part or the whole; small or large) for a show-

and-tell at the cabin. Ideas for you to share include: skulls, taxied mounts, tanned hides, antler sheds, nature 

books, leaves, fishing equipment, tied flies, hunting paraphernalia, nature photos, rocks, minerals, gems, 

fossils, insect collection, seashells, wood carvings, wildlife drawings/paintings, apiary items, etc. Even a single 

item that you'd like to share would be fine. Let us know if you need some table space or floor space and we will 

accommodate. Direct inquiries to jandsbastian@gmail.com. Event will be rain or shine and we'll begin at 2 PM 

and wrap up between 3- 4:00. Light refreshments will be provided. Turn out and share your savvy! 

Wildflower Walk 

Scott Bastian 

 

On the beautiful spring evening of April 23, a group of 

18 intrepid, aspiring botanists explored parts of the 

Kimberly Run park to see what sort of early wildflow-

ers might be found. We observed over 40 species and 

added a couple new ones to our growing reserve list. 

Fred Will introduced some Bloodroot and Goldenseal 

to the property last year and they seem to be doing 

well in their new home. Violets and buttercups are 

good reminders of why folks look forward to this time 

of year and we all enjoyed the seasonal freshness of 

an April outing. Reminder... ALL are welcome to attend these events: members, non-members, friends and 

family. Come and join us! 

Thank You! 

 
While we are extremely grateful to all the folks who support the SCC through memberships, donations and par-

ticipation in work parties, we would like to send an extra note of appreciation to the following.  The Somerset 

Township Supervisors replaced a collapsed pipe at the entrance to the Menser parking lot which was a hazard. 

Ron Hillegas of Ridge Electric donated LED bulbs and converted our lighting in the garage outdoor classroom to 

efficient, bright lighting.  Gracias! 



 



 



Somerset County Conservancy 

PO Box 241 

Somerset, PA   15501 

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD! 

Pass this newsletter on to a friend and ask them to join. 

 

Enclosed is:  ___ $  25       Individual Member 

 

                     ___ $  30      Family Member 

 

                     ___ $  75      Sustaining Member 

 

                     ___ $100      Patron, Club, Organization Member 

 

                     ___ $750      Lifetime Member 

 

          ___ $1,000 Corporate Member 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________      

 

Address: ___________________________________________________     

     

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________   

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________    

Make checks payable to 

and mail to: 

 

Somerset 

County Conservancy 

P.O. Box 241 

Somerset, PA 15501 


