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Presidentds Message Fall 2025
Jeff Payne

The Spring and Summer have been busy at your Somerset County Conservancy!
There are many articles in this Newsletter to update everyone on some of the activities.

We have added a parking area and some signage at the new Schrock property
entrance to KRNA just as you turn onto Craig Rd. The Fern Trail, which still has a few

rough spots, is open back to the White Trail. This makes about 8.5 miles of hiking

trails in the KRNA now! You will read about many outings which are always fun and
informative, our Spring school education programs, the exciting PA Priority Grassland
Project updat e, a new Overlook platform with a
We are announcing a photo contest to take place on KRNA and there is a report about

the perfect weather for our Annual Picnic. We also have started a NRCS funded
forestry management plan which will be discussed at our Annual Banquet - be sure to
save the date for this event.

Along with all the good and fun stuff we report on some of the challenges faced
managing our property. The May 13 flash flood did damage around our bridges which

we successfully repaired in two work days. There is a very concerning defoliating fall
cankerworm infestation which may threaten our trees and become a financial
challenge to control. And there have been a discouraging number of breakdowns on a
new mowing machine we use to keep our trails clear. With help from all we will

overcome these problems. We all look forward to many new adventures on our 670
acre preserve!



Jim Moses, right,
receives the Mountain
Laurel Chapter of
Trout Unlimited's
Presidents Award
from chapter
President Dave
Maher. The award
was presented in
recognition of Jim's
lifetime contributions
of volunteer natural
resource conservation
efforts. The award
was presented at the
chapter's Annual
Fundraising Banquet
in Richland

SAVE THE DATE!

SCC Annual Banquet will be December 3, 2025 at the Somerset Event
Center. Watch for more information!

REMINDER!

Sunday hunting has been approved by the PA Game Commission.
However, the SCC Board has decided that KRNA will not be open to
Sunday hunting to allow walking and maintenance. Please wear an
orange hat and/or vest when hiking between October and mid January.
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Scott Bastian

Mark the last week of March on your calendar for the coming year to visit the Menser Tract of Kimberly Run:
it's time you got out to hear and see the flight display of the American Woodcock as part of their spring
mating ritual. After wintering further south, Woodcocks arrive back in our area by around mid March.
[There are also plenty of other areas locally where the flight display may be enjoyed.]

These chunky shorebirds are also sometimes called "Timberdoodles" and their aerial acrobatics in mating
season will certainly leave an impression upon you. "Shorebird,” while accurate, is somewhat misleading as
these birds are typically denizens of thickets, shrubland, and forest openings. Once in awhile they may
appear on mudflats. Their very long bill probes soils for worms and other invertebrates to eat.

In spring, males stake out a territory from which they call and perform flight displays at dawn and dusk. If
the moon is bright, they may display through the night, trying to attract a female for mating. The male's
vocal ground call is a short, buzzy "peent.” Then they take to the air and fly perhaps 100 yd up. On descent,
he zigzags, banks, and circles which produces a strong twittering sound as air rushes through his wing
feathers. This mating display sometimes lasts through the month of June. Most local birds head south again
by late October to mid -November.

Newborn Timberdoodles are quite precocious and can often leave the nest within a few hours of hatching.
They become independent from their mother after about five weeks. Typical maximum lifespan of American
Woodcock in the wild is 8 years. While their numbers have been declining by about 1% annually for the last
handful of decades, recent estimates show some encouraging stability for their overall population size
throughout their eastern United States range.
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N | Of note, the slowest flight speed ever recorded
"i for a bird is attributed to Woodcocks: about 5
mph. Perhaps even more interesting,
Woodcocks are known to be "worm charmers”
and can attract worms to the surface of the
ground through tapping and patting their feet.
They also do a bobbing strut or funky boogie
walk that might summon worms through
vibration (if you have a moment, do yourself a
favor and look this funky dance up on
YouTube).
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Remember to "get out there" this spring and

a new favorite
seasonal pastime
for you and yours.

Can you spot the hen
Woodcock on the left?

A Woodcock nest at
Kimberly Run on the right.

observe the flight display

[



Many Hands Make Light Work - 2025 Spring Tree and Shrub
Plantings

Adam Katrancha

The many hands of the enthusiastic volunteers made light work of the Somerset County
Conservancyds March 23 tree and shrub planting day. Wi
procured from a variety or source at no cost, a small contingent arrived at the Menser parking

lot late in the morning to organize and place materials for the afternoon work crew. Spurred by

a beautiful day and the apexing sun, the eager workers arrived with cheerful spirits and tools in

hand.

The ambitious, early arrivals commenced planting with a small number of balsam fir and white
spruce in a somewhat secluded opening between the Menser parking lot and Tree Swallow field.
If successful, these native conifers will provide evergreen diversity and thermal cover for wildlife.

The vernal pools along Menser Road provided an ideal setting for wetland obligate buttonbush
along with the moisture loving red chokeberry. A single highbush cranberry, a native viburnum
that produces red fruit suitable for consumption, will provide variation to the lower growing
plants. The showy flowers, abundant berries, and colored stems of the different shrubs will
provide wildlife with food and cover across all seasons and provide a buffer contrasting the
adjacent grassland.

The nearby Tree Swallow field provided the location for the development of a shrub border zone

between the grassland and adjacent woods. The eastern edge of the field is currently populated

with invasive autumn olive, multiflora rose and honeysuckle. Preparatory work for this

location, completed in weeks prior, included herbicidal basal spray of the invasive species to

eliminate the aggressive competition. The treatment, consisting of an herbicide mixed in oil, is

applied with an encompassing spray directly to each stem. While the results are not

i mmedi ately evident, the oil carries the herbicide into
next growing season, will disrupt the normal biological processes, leading to the eventual death

of the invader.

The potted shrubs, already staged for planting,
consisted of red and black chokeberries and a variety
of dogwoods suitable for the moist, but not saturated

soils along the edge of the field. A few taller blackhaw
viburnums were placed in the more open areas along
the border to take advantage of the increased sun
availability. Spicebush, the host plant for the
Spicebush Swallowtail Butterfly, were installed in a

small island of trees between trails.

With each planting, a protective tree tube was staked
in place and the label for each plant secured to the
stake. Over the upcoming seasons, the conscientious effort by these volunteers will improve
the diversity of Kimberly Run Natural Area, provide improved resources for wildlife, and add to

the aesthetic beauty of property. When you visit and walk the trails, take time to inspect the
growing shrubs and learn their names. Find a favorite and watch it mature. Look for blooms

and butterflies, berries and birds in upcoming years. With the expansive acreage and variety of
habitats, Kimberly Run Natural Area offers every member the opportunity to explore and
contribute to the Somerset County Conservancyo0s |mission.
you at an upcoming event.



Collections Event

Scott Bastian

This past April 26, the Conservancy held an event at the red cabin featuring
collections of nature related items. We hadn't tried that sort of event before
and it went rather well. Various members presented collections of: skulls,
pelts, books, bird nests, plates, sea shells, nature memorabilia, bee nests,
hunting items, a few insects, and topped it off with a rock collection
presented by 3 -year-old Viv Walker, who shared some of her favorite pretty
stones. Refreshments added to the enjoyment.

Key for tree leaf and fruit matching

Hemlock b
Hickory c
Sycamore f
Sugar maple e
White oak d
Mountain ash a
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The morning of May 10 started out with the threat of rain, but 15 participants for the bird hike through
Kimberly Run Natural Area were all enthused to see what the morning migration would bring. We started out
walking the Blue Trail from the main parking lot and soon heard the Wood and Hermit Thrushes, Red -eyed and
Blue -headed Vireos and Ovenbirds and Black  -throated Green Warblers that are characteristic species in the

mixed hemlock/ hardwood forest. We found an uncommon Least Flycatcher along with the more expected
Eastern Wood Peewees and Great Crested Flycatchers.

We moved over to the Menser side of KRNA and the varying grassland and deciduous wood habitats. Here we

found many of the field and edge habitat species such as Field and Song Sparrows, Eastern Towhees, Eastern
Bluebirds, Tree Swallows and even more elusive species such as Black -billed Cuckoo and Bobolink. We
entered the woods and walked along the new Bearclaw Trail (viewing the namesake marked Beech tree along

the way) and found many delightful woodland species such as Scarlet Tanager, Rose -breasted Grosbeak as
well as 11 species of wood warblers including the nesting Chestnut -sided and Northern Parulas as well as
migrating Tennessee, Bay -breasted, Black -throated Blue and Yellow - rumped Warblers.

Back at the newly created wetlands by the parking
area we found Solitary Sandpiper, Swamp Sparrow
and even had a fly by Red -shouldered Hawk.
Altogether we found 53 species, had good looks and
enjoyed much bird song and even avoided getting very
wet on the cloudy day. A good time was had by all
and appreciation was gained for the diversity of life
protected in the diverse habitats of the KRNA.




KRNA Bridge Repairs Accomplished
Jeff Payne

It was a very wet spring and on May 13 it rained steadily all day and into the night. There was considerable

flash flooding throughout Somerset County and KRNA did not get spared. The creek came up over the
concrete bridge and several trees got stuck on the upstream side. The force of the water washed out the fill
behind the downstream buttresses. The downstream wooden footbridge also had some washout around one

of the pillars. This necessitated some immediate cleanup of trees -thank you to Jim Moses and James and
Jeff Payne and then we had to explore how to fix the other problems.

Two work parties were held in August. The first work party of Adam Katrancha, Greg Gdula, Jim Moses,
Roger Latuch (and his very helpful skid loader), Brian Florence and Jeff Payne helped distribute 6 loads of
very large sandstones behind the bridge abutments. The second party of Adam Katrancha, Harvey Frankel,
Steve Peck, Jim Moses, Craig McNight and Jeff Payne took large rocks and 15 bags of Sacrete to stabilize the

footbridge.

Special thanks to Greg Maust of Maust Excavating for bringing the stones, several donors who contributed
funds to help pay for the materials, Roger for bringing his skid loader and Carolyn Payne for bringing pizza
and zucchini bread to keep the workers fueled up!




Kimberly Run Grassland Maintenance

Adam Katrancha

Grasslands have been a part of Kimberly Run Natural Area (KRNA) for decades. And, with the support of the
Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC), have been appropriately managed and maintained for grassland
habitat. However, with the Menser additional to KRNA, the acreage of grasslands increased many times over
to an area nearing 150 acres. The Pennsylvania Priority Grassland Projects are currently helping to restore
the abandoned and overgrown areas to manageable grasslands, and Somerset County Conservancy (SCC) is
now equipped with the means to assume some of the grassland maintenance responsibilities.

Through the generosity of supporting members, SCC is now able to employ a not quite antiquated tractor and

brush mower on the Menser grasslands. The initial deployment of the equipment was to mow the 26 +/ -
acres treated with forestry mulching and herbicide earlier in the summer (2025). The mowing knocked down

dead stalks and o0daylightedé the emerging, and invasive,
later in the summer. Upon completion of herbicide application, the areas will be planted with a variety of
grasses, forbs, and wildflowers  that support the avian species of concern as well as many more common
wildlife species. Looking to the future, the tractor and mower will become part of the regular grassland
maintenance obligations associated with the Priority Grassland Projects.

To keep woody vegetation from overtaking the established and newly restored fields, as it has in the past,

rotational mowing will be based on observations with areas expected to be mowed on a two - or three -year
cycle. When in close proximity, entire fields may be mowed, while others may only see portions mowed in

order to preserve a diversity of habitat across the landscape. With the goal of maintaining habitat for
grassland bird nesting and rearing, mowing activities will be delayed until July or later each year.

The diversity of landscapes and habitat types throughout KRNA are a treasure for all who visit. By its
mission SCC has accepted the responsibility to conserve and enhance these valued natural resources and is
currently engaged in or investigating programs that restore grasslands, ensure sustainable forest
management, and promote aquatic diversity and habitat in Kimberly Run. Membership support is what

users to become a member so SCC can continue to offer outdoor recreational opportunities and exciting
programs to the public.

Dondt Get I n A Sticky
Jeff Payne

If you see trees with bands like this please do not touch them - they
are very sticky!

These are monitoring bands for fall cankerworm moths crawling up

trees this fall.

keeps KRNA open for all types of recreation, so dondt florg
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Harvey Frankel

April 15th was a day of exploration and education at Somer ¢
Natural Area (KRNA). NRCS Forester James Palmer and consulting Forester Shannon Farrell were joined by a

group of SCC members for a walkabout the property as an enriching step towards the implementation of an

NRCS grant that will fund the development of a Forest Stewardship Plan. The acquisition of neighboring

properties over the past few years has allowed KRNA to expand to over 670 acres of contiguous forests, fields,

and wetlands. Of the acreage, nearly 550 is forest. With grassland enhancements and management now

under way through t he assistance of t he Pennsyl vani a Pri or
recognized the need for professional guidance to ensure healthy and sustainable forest management for the

future. Augmenting the mission of conservation and edujcati c
provide improved forest health and wildlife habitat but will also serve as an educational tool for those that

visit.

After introductions, and sharing a brief history of the property, the group ambled upstream along Kimberly

Run. While this tract is second growth, prior ownership as a state hospital property has left this forest stand

|l argely wuntouched following the previous century0Bemlocksi ti al
(Tsuga canadensis ) tossing a blanket of shade over Kimberly Run and the seemingly ancient, moss -covered
logs give an aura of old growth enchantment. With SCC members already possessing a layman's knowledge of

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HMA) and having already treated a limited number of specimen trees, the group
reluctantly acknowledged the changes in the forest due to declining hemlock. While the loss of the venerated

hemlocks can never be replaced, James offered suggestions to help mitigate the effects of the HMA advance.

In addition to programs that may assist with supplemental plantings and regeneration programs, he also

shared programs that will enhance Kimberly Run, the waterway, with the addition of large woody debris.

Prior to human intervention, logs and treetops provided for the needs of aquatic life from trout to the macro -
invertebrates that they feed upon. The addition of woody debris will introduce pools, riffles, and the substrate

needed for aquatic prosperity along with supporting the needs of more terrestrial riparian wildlife.

As the explorers intersected the White Trail, they turned east and entered a woodland stand dominated by
hardwoods, with oaks, maples and birch species populating the largely level landscape. This stand merged

into the newly acquired Schrock property where it was evident to the trained eye that there was a problem

with regeneration. Standing among the white oaks ( Quercus alba ) that repopulated the land after the turn of

the century clearcuts (1800 -1920) and demise of the American chestnut ( Castanea dentata ), the group
thought they were rewarded with an expansive view of the lands. Expanding their understanding, James
explained that the space and clear sightlines were due to a lack of understory. This condition, frequently

found throughout the Laurel Highlands with maturing forests, is a result of white -tailed deer overpopulation.
Consuming the tender seedlings of nearly every desirable tree species and many native herbaceous plants, the
understory struggles to reclaim the lower canopy spaces.

Stopping at one of the many White pine seedlings ( Pinus strobus ), James showed the many twigs snipped by

the ravenous white -tails. As the group looked about with their increased understanding of deer impacts,

James shared ideas on how to encourage young forest growth. Simple activities like stapling a piece of paper

over the terminal buds of White pine will deter deer from browsing the tender shoots. Other, more labor -
intensive mitigation ideas included placing small rings of fence around seed producing oak trees and

removing undesirable trees to allow stimulating sunlight to reach the forest floor. Throughout the walk,

Shannon tracked our path using a GPS linked tablet, making notes of the readily observable features and the

many thoughts and ideas discussed for preservation and enhancement of the forest stands.



A Forestry Walk at Kimberly Run Natural Area cont.

The increasing clouds and wind, foretelling the approaching storm, stimulated the group as they quickened
their pace through the Schrock tract. Loading into their vehicles, the group proceeded to Menser Road to
view the eastern side of KRNA. As a former farm, the Menser tract has experienced multiple episodes of
exploitive timber extraction. Enduring the cold rain, visits were made to the woodlots on both sides of
Menser Road where the degraded forest was perceptible through the abundance of low quality, low value
trees and invasive species. Again, ideas for thinning the undesirable species and promoting desirable
regeneration were discussed. Following the field view of the various forest types and conditions found
throughout KRNA, the attending SCC members, now developing an understanding of the forests under
their stewardship, returned to the cabin to share lunch and their aspirations with the environmental
professionals.

As the trees and shrubs emerge from their winter dormancy, Shannon will return to the property to collect
the forest inventory data necessary for development of the forest stewardship plan. Once completed, the

plan will provide a factual, science -based assessment of KRNAd®s forested

bad. The plan will also provide clear and measurable actions that can be taken to sustain or improve

forest health, diversity, and resiliency. As a supporting conservation partner to SCC, Shannon will also

seek sources of funding or assistance that implement management practices that provide forest
enhancements. The developing relationships also provide opportunities for socially enriching activities.
James has already returned to cut a o0cookied6 from a

While the forestds history is |locked in the treefs r

If you visit KRNA and see Shannon crouched on the ground counting indiscernible seedlings or on
apparent aimless wandering looking at treetops, stop and introduce yourself. Take a few minutes to learn
what he is doing and how it all connects to the web of life we share. As we look forward to the forest
stewardship plan, we also look forward to the opportunities it will provide for enhancing the lands for
future generations.

Photo Caption: Shannon

Farrell  (green jacket),
James Palmer (orange
vest), and the group at-
tentively listen as Jeff

Payne (center) shares
some of the KRNA forest
history.
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Mid Summer Wildflower Walk

Scott Bastian

The great diversity of wildlfowers in our county is well -represented at Kimberly Run. We've had a number of
spring and fall wildflower walks, but had not previously stepped out in mid -summer to census the bloomers.
A small band of members gathered on Saturday, July 12th to explore the Menser Tract. In so doing, our

group added about 20 new species to the park list. The many different habitat types at Kimberly Run
provided for a nice array of plant species for us to learn and enjoy.

Mushroom Foray

Scott Bastian

The latest organized mushroom foray to take
place at Kimberly Run was accomplished on
the afternoon of Sunday, August 31. Led
primarily by Tom McCoy & Mitch Fournet of
the Mycological Association of Washington
(DC), our group was also fortunate to have a
number of very capable amateur enthusiasts
visiting from the Mycological Association of
Washington's annual retreat which is held
locally at Camp Sequanota over Labor Day
weekend every year. The walk -around also featured discussion and identification of some of Kimberly Run's
native lichens. The Washington group held an "open house" for our membership wherein we were invited to

come and examine their collection of specimens for the weekend. It was a very impressive display with close to

200 different types of fungi available for examination and hands -on inspection.

Urban Kid Birding Outing
Jeff Payne

We were invited for the second year to participate in the
program developed by the Conemaugh Valley Conservancy to
introduce urban kids from Johnstown to birding and other
natural creatures. | met the kids at Stackhouse Park and a
very obliging Red -tailed Hawk was sitting above the parking
lot. All the kids got to learn how to use their binoculars and
got looks at the hawk and the numerous smaller birds that
were scolding it. The kids had many questions and some
had not spent much time in the woods but enjoyed the
experience. CVC Director John Wenzel had many interesting
facts to share. Although the kids liked spotting the birds,
the star attraction of this walk was found under some logs
where hands full of squirmy, i
found and a competition started to see who could hold the
most at once. This is a great opportunity to show city kids a
bit of nature and perhaps spark some future interests.




Spring Education Kimberly Run and Menser Property Addition

Pam Diesel

On May 20, 21, and 22, 2025, Biology classes from Somerset Area Senior High School completed stream
analysis of Kimberly Run. Collection of macroinvertebrates and chemical tests were completed on Kimberly Run
at 3 locations. Since the previous rainfall and flooding the stream was much deeper than usual. Even with
these unusual conditions students found many organisms in the stream. Stonefly nymphs, dobsonfly larvae,
mayfly nymphs, caddisfly larvae, damselfly larvae, alderfly larvae, crayfish, water mites, creek chubs, water
striders, and riffle beetles were found. This indicates a clean stream with a variety of aquatic life. Chemical
parameters were assessed and found no iron, chlorine, copper, and nitrites. The pH each day was 6.5.
Considering the rainfall which is acidic in this area was not too low.

On May 27, 2025, students from the Somerset High School environmental science classes completed an
educational tour of the Menser addition of Kimberly Run. This tour was led by Jeff Payne, president of Somerset
County Conservancy. Students received binoculars for observation of birds and trees. The tour began at the
ponds by the Menser parking lot where tadpoles were observed. The Bear Claw trail was explored where
students could see the bear claw markings on several trees. These markings gave the trail its name. While
identifying various plants and trees in the area, the fall canker worm problem was observed and discussed.
Leaves were observed and worms were dropping from trees on slender threads to reach the ground. Many trees
very damaged by the worms as leaves showed many holes. In the past few years, the canker worm has been a
problem in Somerset County. It is a naturally occurring organism but has unusually high numbers this year. If

the worms damage trees for consecutive years the tree may die.

The Somerset County Conservancy appreciates the cooperation of the Somerset Area School District and biology
and environmental science teacher, Jenn Brougher, in scheduling this program. All students need to be in
nature and know more about our local environment.




Match the Tree (Leaf) to its Fruit
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Somer set County
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Members only Photography Cont es

Hel p capture and archive the essence of the K
Somerset County Conservancy (SCC) members are
beginning January 1, 2026, wuntil June 30
Photographs may haveoORéen muaskemdepitiaken at| t he
Ki mberly Run Natwural Area, and wil/ be judge
Conserve the Land
Preserve Habitat
Educate the Community
What the SCC means to Me
A family membership will be awarded to the bpest
To enter, send 8" x 10" prints with the following
Caption for the photograph
Category
Your name, address, and email
Submit to: Somerset County Conservancy, POQ Bo:
Pl ease | imit two phoBogra@apmempenrs canedgotryflf SCE
to submit photos but are not eligible fol




