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Introduction Kimberly Run Natural Area 

Management Plan 

Updated January 2025 

 

 

The Somerset County Conservancy Charitable Trust Inc., (hereinafter, the Conservancy) 
is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) land trust providing for the permanent protection of land and its 
resources since 1994.  The Conservancy offers stewardship, education, and advice for the 
preservation and enhancement of natural, scenic, agricultural, historic, and open space 
lands.  

 

The first Kimberly Run Natural Area (KRNA) Management Plan was completed by Ken 
Hotopp of Appalachian Conservation Biology in 2005.  Although comprehensive and 
complete at the time, there have been numerous changes, additions, and improvements 
made since that time, and many of the goals of the original plan have been accomplished.  
It is with this in mind that the Conservancyôs Board of Directors, owners and managers 
of the property, determined to update the original document to reflect the changes and 
evolving goals for the KRNA.  

 

This document will use, and build upon, the original plan, with full credit going to Appa-
lachian Conservation Biologyôs comprehensive background work, to bring the present 
status and future goals for the Conservancy and KRNA up-to-date. 

 

KRNA presently consists of 647 acres of land bounded on the west by SR 219, on the 
north by the PA Turnpike and lands owned by the PA Turnpike and a private corporation, 
on the east by Menser Road and private landowners, and on the south by private land-
owners and Craig Road.  The propertyôs natural features include the Kimberly Run 
stream and an unnamed tributary with associated streamside wetlands, forests with both 
hemlock dominated and hardwood including older-growth sections, open fields with na-
tive grasses and forbs, two bogs, and other emergent wetlands created as both mitigation 
and net gain projects.  Structural additions to the property include a 1950ôs era, three-
room cabin that is used for meetings and a converted three-car garage serving as class-
room space.  There are approximately eight miles of marked, hiking trails, several park-
ing areas, and several small bridges over the streams and low-lying drainage areas.  There 
is a parking area associated at the cabin, another with the garage, and two parking areas 
and kiosks with maps at the trailheads. 

 

This document is to serve as the updated guidance document for land, water, plant, and 
wildlife conservation and management, as well as, delineating educational and recrea-
tional uses for the property.  Working towards future goals for the Conservancy and the 
KRNA will also be discussed. 

 

 

The Somerset County Conservancy provides for the permanent protection of land 

and its resources.  We offer stewardship, education, and advice for the preservation 
and enhancement of natural, scenic, historic, and open space lands. 

Page 1 



History of KRNA Land Acquisitions 

 

1996-2001 Commonwealth of Pennsylvaniað248 acres 

 

The initial land acquisition by the Conservancy to form KRNA was in 2001 when, after 
several years of negotiation, the Conservancy purchased 260 acres of land, which had 
previously belonged to the Somerset State Hospital and Somerset County Poor House, 
from the PA Department of General Services.  Approximately 60 acres of open fields had 
been used for farming.  The wooded areas had been logged extensively in about 1900, 
and a few trees had been cut after this for small projects at the partially self-sufficient 
State Hospital.  This left a large, timbered area with 100+ year old trees.  Over the years, 
construction of the PA Turnpike and four-lane SR 219 had isolated the property southeast 
of the main State Hospital Property which was converted to Laurel Highlands State Pris-
on.  An access bridge across the PA Turnpike was demolished which effectively land-
locked the property.  The property contained numerous wetlands which the Common-
wealth of PA had attempted to drain with a series of long ditches and farming efforts had 
been discontinued.  A purchase agreement was negotiated with the Commonwealth 
where the value of any timber commercially harvested would stay with the Common-
wealth, and the Conservancy would control whether any timber would be cut.  This 
agreement effectively reduced the value of the property and with the Conservancyôs de-
sire to keep the property open to the public.  Meshing with the local legislatorôs desires, 
and ultimately the stateôs wishes, a mutually acceptable purchase price was successfully 
negotiated. 

 

The Conservancy, despite difficult access to the property, commenced with several im-
provement projects including: 

¶ building new foot trails 

¶ rehabilitating a large picnic pavilion formerly used 
by the State Hospital 

¶ repairing an old foot-bridge and constructing a new 
one across Kimberly Run 

¶ partnering with US Fish & Wildlife Service to plug 
the old drainage ditches and creating new potholes for 
wildlife 

¶ partnering with US Geological Service to allow use 
of a monitoring well on the property 

¶ partnering with the PA 
Game Commission to manage the field areas, converting 
some to native warm season grasses, and allowing the stock-
ing of pheasants for public hunting 

 

The search for better access to the property was initiated and 
several options were explored and discarded as too costly or 
awkward for use of the property. 
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State Hospital Acquisition, outlined in red 
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 History of KRNA Land Acquisitions, continued 

 

 

2011 Louie-Beech Wetland Propertyð70 acres 

 

The next addition of property came about through a wetland mitigation project known as 
the Louie-Beech property immediately north of the original State Hospital acquisition and 
south of the PA Turnpike. 

 

A 70-acre parcel of farmland located south of the PA Turnpike had been isolated when 
the Turnpike removed the access bridge and was subsequently bought by the State and 
used to construct a wetland mitigation bank for the PA Turnpike and PennDOT. 

 

Long, linear pools were created and used to mitigate wetland damage due to road and 
bridge construction projects. 

 

After a period of time, the agreement with the resource agencies in charge of wetlands, 
the PA Department of Environmental Protection, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
was that the land would be turned over to a non-profit land organization and the Somerset 
County Conservancy was selected. 

 

The property came with many deed restrictions and serves as a buffer between the PA 
Turnpike and the remainder of KRNA. 
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Louie-Beech Property Acquisition, outlined in red 
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History of KRNA Land Acquisitions, continued 

 

2012  Florence Family Propertyð53 acres 

 

The Florence family owned an adjoining 53-acre property on the south side of the original 
248 acres off Craig Road, and they were approached about selling their property. 

 

This parcel included: 

¶ a three-room cabin, with utilities, used by the family for weekends 

¶ a three-bay garage 

¶ and most importantly, a concrete bridge across Kimberly Run allowing vehicle access 
to the picnic pavilion and the field area of the initial (PA State Hospital) parcel. 

 

During this time, Elizabeth Piersol left the Conservancy a generous bequest, which al-
lowed the Conservancy to negotiate a purchase with the Florence family.   

 

In addition, a Community Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Grant was applied 
for and received from the PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources towards 
the purchase of the property.  Eventually an agreement was reached and the property was 
purchased in 2012.   

 

This property was all wooded with older growth trees of about the same 
age as the initial piece and contained mostly hemlock with interspersed 
oaks.  The cabin and garage roofs were replaced and the garage bays 
were converted into a classroom area with work tables, lights, and micro-
scopes, for stream-study workshops in partnership with local school dis-
tricts. 

 

New connecting trails, a parking area, signage, and benches were also 
constructed.  Outside of the garage, additional tables and benches were 
constructed to expand the teaching area for outdoor 

education programs. 

 

A partnership with the PA Fish & Boat Commission was established 
to supplement the Conservancy-stocking program for public fishing 
opportunities at Kimberly Run.   

 

The land portion of the acquisition with its improved road access greatly enhanced the 
Conservancyôs ability to provide outdoor education programs and proved to be very popu-
lar for the general public to enjoy hiking, cross-country skiing, and dog walking. 
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Florence Property Acquisition, outlined in red 
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History of KRNA Land Acquisitions, continued 

 

 

2021-2022 Menser Family Propertyð275 acres 

 

The most recent land acquisition was the 275-acre Menser Family tract which connects 
to the east edge of the original State Hospital property and extends east across Menser 
Road to a low-lying unnamed tributary to Kimberly Run. 

 

This property has a mix of habitats including regenerating hardwood forest, areas of 
hemlock-dominated forest, old fields, a reclaimed strip mine area with warm season 
grass plantings, several springs, and a shrub-scrub wetland along the tributary. 

 

The purchase is the largest Conservancy acquisition, which was made possible with a 
matching DCNR C2P2 grant.  A bridge-loan from the Colcom Foundation through the 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy (WPC), generous donations from Doug and Elena 
Brant, Pheasants Forever, Somerset Trust Company, the Menser family, and many other 

individual donors completed the necessary funding for this land pur-
chase. 

 

The Conservancy continues the previous management plan with the 
PA Game Commission to maintain established warm season grasses 
and native forbs, help control invasives, and stock Ring-necked Pheas-
ants for public hunting. 

 

A lease with Somerset Township to allow storage of road building ma-
terial on 1.5 acres was also continued. 

 

In the first two years, the Conservancy: 

 

¶  built a parking area at the trailhead 

¶  established approximately three miles of new trails, including a connecting trail to the 
existing KRNA trails 

¶  installed signage 

¶  designed and built a net-gain wetland area with design and permit-
ting assistance from 

   Partners for Fish and Wildlife 

¶  a wildflower trail has been started 

¶  projects with the Girl Scouts include installing bluebird boxes and 
establishing a wildflower and pollinator meadow 

¶  hired a contractor in the spring of 2024 to remove approximately 
five acres of invasive autumn olive shrubs from field edges 
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Menser Family Acquisition, outlined in red 
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