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It has been a busy, exciting, and fruitful season for your Somerset County 

Conservancy!  As you will read in the following articles the Menser Property addition to 
Kimberly Run Natural Area has taken big steps since the Spring newsletter with trails 
and parking areas built, signs erected, and funding for initial purchase secured.  We 

have had numerous informative, well attended outings, and Somerset Lake is starting 
to refill which is increasing usage of the SCC sponsored Somerset Lake Action 

Committee’s pavilion, fishing platform, and trail projects at the Somerset Lake Nature 

Park.  

 

We are looking forward to our Annual Banquet December 7, at the Somerset Trust 

building under the dome.  Our featured speaker will be Jane Menchyk, from the 
Western Pennsylvania Conservancy, to talk about conservation initiatives in our area 

of the Laurel Highlands.  We hope to see many of our members at this banquet! 

 

The success of any group relies on the strength of its membership.  The SCC has had 

slow, steady increase in members over the years.  As our land holdings and acreage for 
the public to recreate and enjoy grow, so do our expenses and need for extra help.  I 

would like to encourage all members to tell their relatives, friends, and neighbors 
about the SCC’s work, programs, and open lands and ask them to consider joining.  In 
addition, we have a couple openings on our Board for motivated people who would like 

to participate in planning for the future and further developing our properties and 
programs.  If you have interest in this, we encourage folks to attend one or two of our 

open Board meetings to check us out.  Contact any Board member or email us at 

mail@somersetconservancy.org  for more information. 

mailto:mail@somersetconservancy.org
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Updates on Menser Addition to Kimberly Run Natural Area 

Jeff Payne 
 

The first great news is that we have recently learned we have successfully raised the 
acquisition money needed for the purchase of this 272 acre property  adjoined to 

and now part of the 646 acre Kimberly Run Natural Area (KRNA)!  Somerset 
County’s local Pheasants Forever Chapter 603 made a very generous donation at 

the Mighty Oak Level to hit our goal of match money for this purchase.  Officers and 
members of Pheasants Forever liked the central county location of the project and 
felt the SCC’s goals of having property open to the public for hiking, hunting, 

education, and nature study meshed nicely with their goals and mission.  They feel 
that SCC’s plans of cooperative management of the fields areas with the PA Game 
Commission and plans for habitat improvements such as wetland creation and 

invasive plant control will 
further enhance the area 

and make good use of their 

hard earned money. 

 

L-R:  Mike Maurer, Secretary 

PF; A.J. Pugh, V.Pres. PF; John 

McDowell, member PF; Brad 

Thomas, Pres. PF; Mike 
Mikolich, Treasurer, PF; Jeff 

Payne, Pres. SCC;  Jim Smith, 

Habitat Coordinator PF; Fred 

Will, Director SCC; Jim Moses, 

Land Manager, SCC; Bob Hook, 

Director, SCC. 

 

 

Speaking of match money, shortly after 

Pheasants Forever donation we learned that we 
were approved for a PA Department of 
Conservation & Natural Resources Community 

Conservation Partnership Program (C2P2) Grant 
that effectively completed our acquisition fund 
raising!  C2P2 grants are used to provide open 

space and wildlife habitat available to the public
-exactly what the SCC is trying to provide with 

KRNA.  Our thanks certainly go out to the DCNR 
and also to the Western Pennsylvania 
Conservancy who not only sheparded us 

through the whole acquisition and grant 
process, but also gave us a bridge loan through 
their Colcom Revolving Fund to make the timely 

purchase possible. 

Bob Hook and Jim Moses from SCC 

with newly installed sign. 

Photo by Brian Whipkey 
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We recognized the many initial donors for this project in our Spring Newsletter.  Since then 
we would like to thank our new donors - it took everyone to make this possible! 

 

PA DCNR C2P2 Grant 

 

Mighty Oak   Big Bluestem    Lady’s Slipper 

Pheasants Forever  Geiser/Acuff Foundation  Somerset Township Supervisors 

 

Bog Sundew  

John Centi   George and Betty Hazlett  PNC Bank 

Beverly Minick  Rob & Brooke Mishler  Chris Dick 

Kelly Kruper   Paula Isenmann (in memory of Donald Meyers) 

 

Other Donations 

Dick Akers   Brian & Tracey Florence  Rita Halverson 

Tom & Betsey Mitchell David Poder    Robert & Gloria Pritts 

 

Other Menser Addition news is we have started 
developing the property for wildlife and people.  A 

parking area has been created along Menser 
Road with sincere thanks going out to the 
Somerset Township Supervisors for the donation 

of materials and to Maust Excavating for doing 
the earthwork.  Signs have been purchased and 
we are starting to put them up, trails have been 

mowed around the fields and connected to the 
core KRNA White Trail.  Roger Latuch has 

donated machinery and time to help smooth and 
better drain some areas of the trails.  Local Girl 

Scout Troop 46709 has painted and installed 

bluebird boxes provided by the PA Game 
Commission.  We have dug a successful test 

hole for a future wetland project and initiated 

some autumn olive control. 

 

Importantly, the SCC is also establishing a land 
maintenance and development endowment to 

help fund long-term care and projects at KRNA.  
We have the land, and now we need to take 

care of it.  Donations to this fund would be 

gladly accepted! 
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 Frog Walks 

By Aaron Capouellez 

 

In partnership with the Somerset 

County Conservancy, IUP graduate 

student and founder of PA Woods and 

Forests, Aaron Capouellez, of 

Johnstown, PA, hosted frog walks at 

the Kimberly Run Natural Area in the 

s u m m e r  o f  2 0 2 2 . 

 

Frog walks are nights filled with 

croaks, trills, and splashes as Aaron 

entertains and educates the people in 

our community about the creatures 

that l ive in our backyards. 
 

Seven people attended the first event in March 2022. People were excited to explore the park at night and 

observe the woodland creatures--this is when they are the most active. Capouellez received lots of positive 

feedback and had people inquire about how they could make their backyards more inviting to amphibians. 

 

Forty people attended the second Frog Walk at Kimberly Run in July 2022. PA Woods and Forests and the 

Somerset County Conservancy were excited about this outcome. "It is good to see how many people care and 

want to be involved in what we are doing," Capouellez says; "I am trying to create awareness about the 

importance of conservation, and my efforts are working."  

Snake Outing 

By Scott Bastian 

 

On August 7, this summer, Mr. Ken Stairs presented a program at Kimberly Run on the snakes of our local 

area.  Ken brought 50 years of experience with the Timber Rattlesnake front and center:  he also brought adult 

specimens of both yellow and dark phases for demonstration.  In recent years, Ken has completed extensive 

field research on Timber Rattlers for the PA Fish & Boat Commission, the state’s governing body concerning all 

native reptiles and amphibians. 

 

In addition to the rattlesnakes, Ken (and member Scott Bastian) 

rounded up seven additional specimens to share with the audience:  

Copperhead, Black Rat, Eastern Milk, Northern Water, Eastern 

Garter, Northern Ring-Neck, and Northern Red-bellied Snakes.  

Participants learned about natural history and biology of these 

snakes and saw first-hand why many negative perceptions about 

reptiles are myths. 

 

The 21 people present, adult and kids alike, got to hold two, long-

term captive snakes named Scooby (a Corn Snake) and Shaggy (a 

Pueblan Milk Snake) as part of the presentation.  The audience left 

that day’s activity with a positive perspective on the local snake 

fauna.  Thank you, Ken! 
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Kimberly Run Education 

By Pam Diesel 

In May of 2022, biology classes from Somerset Area Senior High School returned to 

Kimberly Run Natural Area for stream analysis.  Biology classes of Mrs. Jenn 

Brougher returned after two years of absence due to covid.   

 

Classes analyzed the macroinvertebrates found in the waters of Kimberly Run.  

Organisms found were: mayfly larvae, stonefly nymphs, and crayfish. Dobson fly larvae, 

alderfly larvae, caddisfly larvae, water striders, damselfly larvae, dragonfly nymphs, 

scuds, cranefly larvae and midge fly larvae.  Many mayfly nymphs were found this 

spring indicating the high-quality waters of Kimberly Run.  Mayfly nymphs have gills on 

the outside of their abdomen which means they can only live in very clean waters. 
 

Salamander eggs were found on rocks and a female crayfish was found to be in berry.  This means she was 

carrying her eggs on the bottom of her abdomen.  The conclusion of the stream analysis of Kimberly Run was a 

very clean stream capable of supporting life. 

Creature Feature:  Wood Frog 

By Scott Bastian 

 

There’s always something interesting to see at Kimberly Run.  I took a walk on 

the Blue Trail this spring and saw ten different Wood Frogs along the trail at 

one wet area.  Like any other living creature or plant, they have a story to tell. 

 

Wood Frogs (Lithobates sylvaticus) are common throughout Pennsylvania and the northeast.  In fact, they 
range far to the north; they are the only species of frog found above the Arctic Circle.  “How (you may ask) does 

a “cold-blooded” amphibian that does not produce its own body heat survive in the land of ice and snow?”  

And that is one of the very interesting things about L. sylvaticus:  using body glycogen, glucose and urea as an 

antifreeze formula, they are able to partially freeze and tolerate temperatures down to about  21 degrees 

Fahrenheit.  There is no freezing intracellular (fata) but intercellular fluids literally do freeze the frogs stiff. 

 

That happens around here, too.  They overwinter down in soil or leaf litter not too far from the vernal pools to 

which they will congregate early in the spring.  Vernal pools are seasonal bodies of water that are wet in spring 

and often dry up later in the year.  Such pools usually hold no fish, making it more desirable for amphibian 

eggs to hatch and successfully mature. 

 

Adult frogs are typically 1.5 to nearly 3 inches long with females being the larger.  They’re commonly tan 
overall, but may also lean towards green, rust, gray, or dark brown.  The clinger in identifications the dark 

mask over the eyes that is usually present. 

 

There are a handful of good spots Kimberly Run to hear the lusty mating calls of Wood Frogs early in the 

spring.  Frog outings at the park hosted by Aaron Capoullez this past spring were able to visit those sites and 

enjoy hearing the frogs, which kind of conjure the miniature ducks quacking.  Most frogs breed only once, and 

so the competition among males to mate with a female who enters the breeding area are frantic. 

 

A frog’s diet consists of insects, arachnids, algae, and detritus (for tadpoles), worms, mollusks, and 

amphibious eggs and larvae.  Longevity in the wild is only around three years (maybe a little more, often less), 

but individuals may travel hundreds of meters during the summer.  So, they could theoretically traverse much 
of Kimberly Run over the warm season.  Come and join in on a Conservancy frog walk this coming year and 

enjoy the show! 



Woody Plants 

By Rebecca Raupach 

Here in the Laurel Highlands we are experiencing a 

beautiful fall with the colors near to peak perfection. While 

it can be hard to surrender tomato season to cooler 

temperatures it's always a delight to do so in order to 

embrace fall color and the change of seasons. When the last 

of the fall leaves fly from the trees and the bone chilling 

temperatures of winter arrive, there's thankfully still so 

much to be grateful for on walks - the often 

underappreciated bark! Let us not forget to explore this 

stunning feature of woody plants when out for a stroll in 

the garden or hiking in the woods. Bark is a special interest 

structure, deserving of a closer look with the perfect time to 

see it soon coming our way. The unique and subtle beauty 

of this armor-like protection of trees as well as environment 

for various flora and fauna that we often do not see has so 

many uses. Birch bark has been used by Native Americans 

for covering both homes and canoes and in making cloth with bark. The tannic acid in the 

bark of many plants has been used in tanning leather, as a mordant to clarify wine and beer 

and as an astringent and styptic. The "tea" made from the bark of the willow, Salix alba, has 

been used since the time of Hippocrates to relieve pain and reduce fevers. Where would we be 

without cinnamon, the bark of a species of Cinnamomum, to flavor our cooking. Horticultural 

uses of bark common in mulch and container mixes is also of great importance. One of the 

best barks for potting orchids is our native sassafras, Sassafras albidum. In addition to these 

human uses of bark, the habitat it provides is a fascinating study. Lichens and moss derive 

moisture from bark and give protection from harm. Insects, also, inhabit the bark of trees, 

using it as a hiding place, a place to prey upon other insects, a place to lay their eggs, and a 

place to hibernate. Woodpeckers and nuthatches take advantage of this insect habitat, 

finding their food between the crevices with their special beaks. Bark begins with the vascular 

cambium, the life force of the tree and the layer of living cells that forms a sheath around the 

circumference of the trunk and stems. In trees such as birches, beeches and other trees, the 

bark forms a continuous sheath which results in the smooth, gray bark of the beech or the 

glossy bark of cherry. Primarily though, the bark is composed of a series of overlapping, 

concave scales. The thickness of this outer bark formed on different kinds of trees varies, 

depending on weathering, cracking or sloughing off to name a few. The increase in diameter 

of the woody plant as it grows also takes its toll on bark, causing the dead bark to rupture 

and fall off. These processes also give the characteristic patterns to bark which are distinctive 

for each species, providing a valuable identification tool. Tree identification through the study 

of bark gets easier with time and practice. Several things that can aid in identification can be 

observation of lenticels, horizontal slivers of peeling bark, furrows and deep ridges, coloration, 

scales or plates and even smell, to name a few. There are a number of free, tree identification 

apps available by a quick online search. SCC's own Kimberly Run has very useful signs 

identifying some tree species near the Craig Road parking area. With the addition of the 

Menser Farm Preserve to KRNA, it's very exciting to walk new spaces looking for different tree 

species. Happy tree identification, and happy trails to you, members.  
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Shagbark Hickory, Carya ovata  



Page 7 

Good Bugs or Beneficial Insects 
By Pam Diesel 

 

 

Insects are everywhere and there are many good bugs.  There are over a million named 
species of insects.  Many are threatened with extinction in the coming decades.  Insects are 
important to humans as pollinators and predators of other harmful insects.  A good insect is 
the honey bee who provides us with honey, wax, and pollinates many plants   The wasp is 
another pollinator of importance who also is a biological control of many harmful insects.   

 

Beautiful dragonflies provide food for fish and frogs in their nymph and larva 

stages.  They also help control mosquitos 

 

The little ladybird beetle (Lady Bug) is a predator of aphids that destroy our crops and 
flowers.  The silkworm moth, in its larvae stage, creates silk fiber and antibiotics, that are 
used in scientific studies.    Beetles, like the tiger beetle, are killers of harmful insects.  
Water beetles are food for water organisms and scavange our streams to keep them clean.  
The dung beetle cleans up the environment by collecting dung and improving nutrient 
recycling plus soil structure improvement.    There are many more helpful insects in the 
world. 

 

E.O. Wilson said, “ If human beings disappeared tomorrow the world would  

go on with little change.  But if invertebrates were to disappear, I doubt that 

the human species could last more than  few months.”  

Intern 
 

Hi, my name is Ally Harrold and I live on a farm in 
Kingwood with my family. I have an older brother, 
Tyler and my parents are Jen and JB Harrold. Our 
farm is Certified Organic and I enjoy working with 
cattle and calves the most. I assist in the spring with 
calving and in charge of moving cows through our 
grazing system every day. I help with vaccinations 
and all other needs of the beef cattle. When needed, I 
also help with making hay and harvesting crops. I am 
a Senior at Rockwood Area School. My activities 

include Captain of the Rockwood Girls Varsity Soccer Team, PA West Soccer, Indoor Soccer 
at Turfside, FFA currently holding office as treasurer, NHS, and SHS. My hobbies include 
hunting, camping, and spending time with my friends and family. I am a member of St. 
Pauls Lutheran Church in Barronvale. My future plans are to go to school to either be an 
Accountant or a Physical Therapist. I like this job because I love the outdoors and making 
the natural area beautiful and accessible for others to enjoy. 



Somerset County Conservancy 

PO Box 241 

Somerset, PA   15501 

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD! 

Pass this newsletter on to a friend and ask them to join. 

 

Enclosed is:  ___ $  20       Individual Member 

 

                     ___ $  30      Family Member 

 

                     ___ $  75      Sustaining Member 

 

                     ___ $100      Patron, Club, Organization Member 

 

                     ___ $750      Lifetime Member 

 

          ___ $1,000 Corporate Member 

 

Name: _____________________________________________________      

 

Address: ___________________________________________________     

     

City/State/Zip: ____________________________________________   

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________    

Make checks payable to 

and mail to: 

 

Somerset 

County Conservancy 

P.O. Box 241 

Somerset, PA 15501 


