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     A New Path     by  Rebecca Raupach 

 

Dear fellow conservationists, it comes as no surprise that in such uncertain times the routine and 

familiar are comforting. Except...when they are not! Many of us have our favorite habits and 

places, and we tend to look to our well known outdoor destinations as a panacea for an ever 

changing, pandemic world. Variations in our routine, however, will keep us from becoming bored.  

Finding new delights even on familiar paths, gives hikers something to appreciate in the thrill of a 

new trail. No matter how many times I hike well-traveled trails, I always see something beautiful 

that restores my soul. Since the pandemic changed our lives so irrevocably this past spring, I've 

been trying to find new trails to enjoy and to entertain my ever-present children all these many 

months. Thankfully, if you are reading this, there's an excellent chance that you have internet 

access, which connects us all in this virtual world, and also grants access to information on 

outdoor recreation. Obviously, Kimberly Run Natural Area is a top pick for those of us fortunate to 

call Somerset County home. If you've not yet visited our conservancy's breathtaking KRNA, do 

yourself a favor and go! At times, practicing social distancing while trying to sit quietly and 

birdwatch, take wildlife pictures or find your peaceful solitude can be a challenge on popular 

trails. This is when stepping out of the familiar while staying close to home is a pleasure. For 

those of us looking for new trails, hiking websites and apps are a simple Google search away. To 

spare you some suspense, I am fond of (and unsponsored by) All Trails, an Android and IOS 

supported free or paid app which has helped me find local trails previously unknown to me.  

Traveling to new local destinations, switching up what time 

of day we explore favorite haunts, and packing favorite 

provisions we take to enjoy means there is no shortage of 

fun to be had with our recreation appreciation. Do like Ina 

Garten and take your hot chocolate outside to savor on 

nature jaunts into these colder, more introspective days of 

winter. Dress warm, practice social distancing, leave no 

trace, and hike safely. For more information about some of 

the best hiking apps of 2020, visit: https://

www.atlasandboots.com/best-hiking-apps/ 

https://www.atlasandboots.com/best-hiking-apps/
https://www.atlasandboots.com/best-hiking-apps/
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Some major contributions were received at KRNA this summer 

By: Fred Will 

 

Early in the year a huge dying White oak tree was cut down in the 

school bus parking area. This left a stump which still interfered with 

parking. Roy “Tin Man Roy” Phillips stepped up and brought his 

stump grinder and removed the stump at no cost. 

 

 

 

 

 

During the summer plans for trail improvement and 

improved parking at the cabin area were discussed. 

This brought up the need for stone fill for these and 

other projects. This time Steve Ott, manager at 

Mostoller Land Fill, stepped up and had a tri-axel load 

of crushed stone delivered to the site, again at no 

charge. 

 

 

 

 

And of course, “Thank You” would not be complete without a big 
shout out to Hunter Kimmel.  

Hunter completed his Eagle Scout a few weeks ago. For his 

project he chose to identify the different tree and shrub species 

at KRNA and make and place signage. Because it is part of the 

Eagle Scout Program, fundraising, and enlisting help to complete 

the project was all done at no cost to the Conservancy.  

Congratulations & Thank You Hunter. 

 

 

 

Also, Thank You to Rob Harold, Forestry Instructor at Somerset Vo-Tech, for assisting in locating 
and verifying the trees. 

 

A huge “THANK YOU” to these great folks for donating their time and contributions. Without people 

like this, and our membership support, KRNA would not be the great place it is today.  

Roy Phillips grinding 

stump  

Crushed stone delivered to KRNA  
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In Memorial 
 

Thurman Korns 

Passed away October 28, 2020 

Age 90 

 

We have lost a great Conservationist. Thurman Dewey Korns was on the SCC Board of Directors 
since 1994 when we began. In addition, Thurman was President of the Wells Creek Watershed 
Association, Treasurer of Stoneycreek Conemaugh River Improvement Project (SCRIP), and 
Chairman of Southern Alleghenies Resource Council 

 

Thurman was instrumental in everything SCC has accomplished the last 25 years. 

 

He will be sadly missed! 

Member input needed! 

 

The Somerset County Conservancy is excited to announce our new efforts to offer more outdoor 

activities for our members in the coming year.  During this most unfortunate pandemic year 

with inside events and gatherings limited we have seen a tremendous increase in use of 

Kimberly Run Natural Area.  Hikers, dog walkers, and families with children have all been 

utilizing the outdoor trails with increased frequency.  To encourage these relatively safer 

outdoor ventures we would like to offer some planned events in 2021. 

 

To help facilitate this process the SCC has partnered with Somerset Conservation District by 

contracting with them for employee time to help with the planning and advertising of these 

events.  This is an eagerly anticipated step towards helping the all-volunteer Board of Directors 

offer more services and activities.  

 

The enclosed survey’s purpose is two-fold--to find which type activities would be of interest to 

people, and to encourage those of you with some outdoor skills or knowledge to help with 

leading these informal, fun events.  We hope you will all take time to fill out the survey and find 

time to attend one or more of next year’s events. 
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SLAC Update 
 

Somerset Lake Action Committee recently had a conference call with PA Fish and Boat 

Commission where PFBC committed to do some lake bottom habitat work to benefit both fish, 

through increased structure, and birds, through creating more shallows, and island and possible 

ephemeral mud flats.  SLAC is applying for a matching grant that will help fund this project.  

This is possible because of the donations from the many generous SLAC contributors. 

 

SLAC also recently matched a Southern Alleghenies grant which facilitated the cost of the new 

section of trail from Wood Duck Road to the North parking lot.  Future trail funding and grant 

matches will be handled by the Somerset County Recreation and Trails Association at the 

county’s suggestion. 

 

 

Cotton Grass 

 

Cotton grass (Eriophorum augustifolium) is a type of flowering sedge that 

favors acidic soils.  Common in arctic and subarctic environments, it is less 

common in temperate zone boggy habitats.  In the North, migrating Snow 

Geese and caribous eat the stems of this perennial plant and it has been used 

in traditional cooking by native people of the far North. 

 

Kimberly Run Natural Area has areas of the required boggy, acidic soils for this plant and others 

which are remnants of vegetation from the last glaciated periods which affected this latitude.  

These pictures of a healthy stand north of the White Trail were taken this September.  There are 

many beautiful, and some rather uncommon, plants and fungi at KRNA.  Remember—take only 

pictures and leave only footsteps! 
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Hawk View AMD Reconstruction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The future of the Stonycreek River just got a little brighter recently with the Somerset 

Conservation District’s completion of the reconstruction of the Conservancy owned Oven Run 

Abandoned Mine Drainage (AMD) Passive Treatment System known as Hawk View. This system 

has already exceeded it’s 20 year life span and was catastrophically failing. 

The reconstruction consisted of cleaning the existing limestone, replacing compost and 

replacing valves and piping. The Pennsylvania Association of Conservation Districts Technical 

Assistance Group redesigned the system to allow it to treat more water than the original system.  

This project was funded by a PA Dept. of Environmental Protection Growing Greener Grant and 

the contractor was Whitehorse Excavating. 

The Somerset Conservation District was solely responsible for completing this reconstruction.  

Everything from design concept, grant application, procuring bid proposals and supervising 

construction was done be the Somerset Conservation District. We are extremely fortunate to 

have these professional experts leading the operation and maintenance of the Conservancy 

owned systems. 

In addition to rehabilitating the AMD system the Somerset Conservation District found a way to 

coordinate and fund the revegetation of approximately 5 acers of the Hawk View site where 

mine spoil is buried and burnout and erosion was occurring.          
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KRNA Trails 

      By Jim Moses 

During this time of Covid19 the walking trails at Kimberly Run 

Natural Area have been busy. We’re fortunate to have an area like 

this so close to Somerset.  

About 210 people have joined our Kimberly Run Trail Users 

Facebook Group and we hope to be able to convince a majority of 

them to join as members because membership dollars is how we 

maintain this property. 

The vinyl trail markers with nails in the trees 

have been replaced with painted blazes. The painted blazes on the 

yellow and blue trail work well but on the white trail they are fading 

quickly, were going to repaint and add some additional markings 

because when the trail is covered with leaves or snow it can be hard 

to follow. 

Please continue to enjoy the trails and because it’s hunting season 

wear bright colors. Stay Safe! 

 

 

Hiker's Hot Chocolate 

by Rebecca Raupach 

serves 4 

 

Ingredients: 

1/3 cup water 

5 Tablespoons unsweetened cocoa 

two pinches of salt 

a dash of cinnamon or 1/2 cinnamon stick 

a pinch of ground cardamom (optional) 

 

Whisk and simmer for a couple minutes until smooth. 

 

Add: 

3 tablespoons honey (or to taste) 

4 cups of dairy milk or non-dairy milk of choice 

 

When very hot and before it boils, remove from heat and serve. Marshmallows optional.  



 

Please remember that the entire operating budget of the Somerset County 
Conservancy and the Kimberly Run Natural Area are maintained by 
memberships and contributions. If you have already renewed your 
membership for 2020, we thank you, if you have not or would like to 
become a new member please fill out the form on the last page of this 

newsletter and send it in. 

 

We can’t do it without you!! 
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KRNA on Social Media 
 

We have started a Group on Facebook for our trail users to 
communicate with us as well as communicate with each 
other. It’s called “Kimberly Run Natural Area Trails 
Group” and is available to anyone who would like to join. 
Already participants have posted about the trails, bird 
sightings, fishing and trees falling across the trails. It is 
our hope that this site will be used to better trail users 
experience and encourage them to become members of the 

Conservancy. 

We Need You! 

Help Our Facebook Page Grow! 
 

We would like to make an attempt to keep our Facebook 
page as active as possible and  are looking for any or all 
photos and/or stories to share on our page! Please feel free 

to post on our timeline. Let’s do all we can to spread the 
word about the great works of the Somerset County 
Conservancy! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB0KHvgvvPAhWHMz4KHUMFAMkQjRwIBw&url=http://cliparwolf.com/files/8/163359.html&psig=AFQjCNGClcfSi0YrQSWnrCIbGPjM9o0Rmg&ust=1477658997625066


Somerset County Conservancy 

Box 241 

Somerset, PA   15501 

HELP US SPREAD THE WORD! 

Pass this newsletter on to a friend and ask them to join. 

 

Enclosed is:  ___ $  20       Individual Member 

 

                     ___ $  30      Family Member 

 

                     ___ $  75      Sustaining Member 

 

                     ___ $100      Patron, Club, Organization Member 

 

                     ___ $750      Lifetime Member 

 

Name: ____________________________________      

 

Address: __________________________________     

     

City/State/Zip: ___________________________   

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________    

Send all submissions for 

future newsletters to: 

 

Somerset Co. Conservancy 

P.O. Box 241 

Somerset, PA 15501 

 


